
 

         

 
 
 
 
Friday 10th September 2021 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
How lovely it is to be back to school and see all of the children both known and 
new! I hope that you all have had a lovely summer and I’m delighted to tell you 
that the children have settled extremely well after their first week. 
Your children are in our Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Rainbow Class and 
within this umbrella there is Mercury Class (Pre-school children) and Venus Class 
(Reception and Year 1 children). 
We have children from 2 years old (Monday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings) 
3-4 years in Pre-school and 4-6 years in Venus class. The staff in the base include 
myself as EYFS leader and class teacher, Mrs Fortune is also class teacher and will 
be in school usually on a Tuesday as I have duties as SENDCo in the wider school 
community. Mrs Metcalfe, Mrs Eynon and Mrs Stamp are all Teaching Assistants 
in the base. 
This half term we are ‘Looking Back In Time’, focussing particularly on the seaside. 
We will share our own knowledge and learn new facts about the beach, both past 
and present. We are going to be working hard on personal targets in Reception 
and Year 1 and group targets in Pre-school, developing skills in Personal Social 
and Emotional behaviour. This includes things like getting on and falling out, 
learning skills required for personal hygiene, putting on our own coats and 
becoming independent learners.   
We will send home book bags initially, when there is something in them that 
requires attention. On Fridays Venus class children will have a reading book, there 
may be various days in Mercury depending on when your child attends and they 
will bring home a book to share with you. As the weeks progress Venus class 
children will receive some phonics homework to do with you over the weekend. I 
will be sending a reading diary with your child’s reading book which both you and 
school can write in regarding reading and I would ask if you could sign the book 
to say that you have read with your child.   
Year 1 children will have PE and art on Tuesday afternoons with Earth class and 
we will be visited by Earth year 1 pupils most other afternoons. Younger children 
will have a more formal PE session later in the term as our current physical 
development encompasses a wider range of activities. 
All children are entitled to a free school meal and I would highly recommend them, 
we have an amazing cook at South Otterington and the lunches are delicious! Also, 
all children are offered a piece of fruit each day and children under 5 years old are 
entitled to free milk in school. We share a snack around 10am each morning. 
Reception children will be taking part in a pilot scheme which requires us to make 
a phonics baseline assessment at the beginning and end of the academic year; they 
will also have a baseline assessment, which all Reception age children  
 



 

 
 
 
 
across the country are required to participate in. Please don’t worry, this is not 
like a written test and is a fun set of activities which they will do with me, this gives 
us confirmation of their developmental starting point and we can move them 
forward on their learning journey. 
Just to confirm some information: Children require a pair of wellies for outdoors 
and their school shoes are their indoor shoes, this prevents the cloakroom looking 
like a branch of Charles Clinkard! Children also need a jumper and coat every day 
as lots of our learning takes part outside. 
I hope this has helped answer some questions you may have but if you need to 
speak to me please feel free to drop an email or phone call to the office as it is 
extremely busy at the beginning and end of the day and I will get back you at the 
earliest opportunity. 
 
Kind Regards,  
Ms Jenkinson  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Miss Amanda E Gledhill B.Ed (Hons) NPQH MCCT 
South Otterington CE Primary School 
South Otterington 
DL7 9HD 
‘Shine like stars in the universe’  
Philippians 2;15 
Our vision provides a guiding light to the pupils, staff, Governors and parents to ensure we have a dynamic mix of high 
achievement for all, exceptional pastoral care and expansive opportunities for the children. We want our children to become 
the exemplary citizens of the future. We are a vibrant, happy, family orientated community where everyone really feels they 
can flourish and achieve anything to which they set their hearts and minds. 


