
‘Shine like stars in the universe’  
Philippians 2;15 
Our vision provides a guiding light to the pupils, staff, Governors and parents to ensure we have a dynamic mix of high achievement for all, 
exceptional pastoral care and expansive opportunities for the children. We want our children to become the exemplary citizens of the future. We are 
a vibrant, happy, family orientated community where everyone really feels they can flourish and achieve anything to which they set their hearts and 
minds. 

 
    

 

Autumn  2021 
Friday 1st  October 2021 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
We have had a very busy week in school and it has been wonderful to see the children excited to be 
coming in every morning. This week we are encouraging all children to try a school lunch on Thursday 
7th October, please encourage your child to do this as we provide a very healthy and delicious school 
meal.  
We are definitely returning to a more normal way of school life and we are delighted to be able to 
do so many things we used to do. As part of our Harvest celebrations we will once again be collecting 
bags of dried pasta and rice for our usual contribution to Hambleton Food Share. Please send in your 
child’s contribution during the week beginning Monday 18th October, where we will collect them in 
front of our Christian Values tree. 
We are also able to send ‘Bags for school’ out on Monday, as part of the fundraising from our Friends. 
Due to the COVID19 Risk Assessment please, please do not send your full bag back to school until 
collection day: THURSDAY 14TH OCTOBER. 
Please find attached our 2021-2022 Parent Questionnaire to complete, please return by 15th 
October. Please complete as a word document and email to the office or print out, complete and 
hand in. Hard copies available from the office if required. 
COVID19 is still in our community and so please continue to be aware of your child displaying any 
symptoms. 
Have a good weekend. 
With kind wishes, 
Amanda Gledhill  
 

Safeguarding Lead Miss Amanda Gledhill 

Deputy Safeguarding 
Lead 
Safeguarding Governor 

Mrs Andrea Jenkinson 
 
Mrs Anna Potter 

Safeguarding 

Please remember to socially distance as you arrive/leave the school 
site, despite Government restrictions lifting. 

Question of the 
week: 

How can I improve my presentation? 

Makaton/Action Word high 

Resilience Encourage your child to come through the gate by themselves on a 
morning.  

Christian Value Truthfulness 

Our full school topic Journey through time 



Arrival and Collection 
times 

Venus (Preschool and Reception) will now come into school through the wooden gates 
to Ms Jenkinson’s room: 8.45am-8.55am.  
Mercury : If your child will not come into school through the gates alone please use 
the right hand side of the building for drop-off. 
Earth: 8.55am-8.59am 
Neptune: 8.50am-8.55am 
Mars: 8.45am-8.50am  
Collection times 
Venus and Mercury (Preschool and Reception) 3.15pm-3.30pm 
Earth: 3.15-3.20pm 
Neptune:3.20pm-3.25pm 
Mars: 3.25pm-3.30pm  

Admin 
 
 
 
 
MCAS – SCHOOL ID 11820 

Any information you require is contained within our @Weekly News so please do check 
this before contacting the office with any queries. 
Please top up lunch balances via MCAS – thank you! 
 

  
 

Our week:  

 Monday  
4.10.21 

Tuesday  
5.10.21 

Wednesday 
6.10.21  

Thursday 
7.10.21 

Friday 
8.10.21 

Rainbow      

Earth  Wear your PE 
KIT  
 

   

Neptune Wear your PE 
KIT  
 

Wear your PE 
KIT- Cross 
Country 

 Dark Nights 
presentation by 
NYorks Fire 
Service 

Forest School 
 
PE KIT in a bag 

Mars  Wear your PE 
KIT- Cross 
Country 
 

Wear your PE 
KIT  
 

Dark Nights 
presentation by 
NYorks Fire 
Service 

First Aid for Y6-
please pay on 
MCAS 

After 
School 
Club 
 

Tag-Rugby – group 1 
for Neptune with Mrs 
Umpleby- further info 
has been emailed by 
Mrs Umpleby. 

Football for Mars with 
Mr Brown and Mrs 
Umpleby- further 
infor has been 
emailed by Mrs 
Umpleby. 

Tag-Rugby – group 2 
for Neptune with Mrs 
Umpleby- further info 
has been emailed by 
Mrs Umpleby. 

  

If children are attending an ASC please send their kit in a bag to 
change into, if it is not their PE day. 

All  Father 
Stephen in for 
Collective 
Worship 

 Taster Lunch 
for any child 
who has a 
packed lunch. 

Tracey Johnson in 
school (Well-
Being Counsellor) 
 

Dates for your diary  

• 1.10.21 - Ice cream sale for Tony by Friends 3pm to 3.25pm. 

• 6.10.21 – Friends AGM and social 7pm (AGM 8pm) in South Otterington Village Hall. 

• School meals Taster Day- Thursday 7th October 



• 14.10.21 – Bag to school – please drop off your bag TODAY ONLY by 9am. 

• 15.10.21 – Harvest Bingo 6.15pm – Venue TBC – Please book via MCAS. 

• Harvest Collection of Pasta and rice: week beginning Monday 18th to Friday 22nd October  

• 18.10.21 – Individual photos with Richard from Impressions  

• 18.10.21 Flu-vaccines 

• 21.10.21 - Time Traveller visit Thursday 21st October- please make a voluntary donation of 

at least £1 on MCAS.  

• 22.10.21 – Ice cream sale for Tony by Friends 3pm to 3.25pm. Close for half term. 

• Important information regarding October half term:  

Government guidance- ‘before considering any international journey, parents should think 

carefully about the risks to them, their family, and their community, as well as the impact 

on their child’s education’ 

• 1.11.21 – School reopens from 8.45am 

• 1.11.21-5.11.2021 is our Friendship Week 

• 3.11.21 – Friends meeting 7.30pm Venue TBC 

• 19.11.21 - Children in Need – wear something spotty with your uniform and donate on MCAS 

• 19.11.21 – 7.12.21 – Friends Rockstar competition. 

• 8.12.21 -  Panto! Details to follow. 

• 9.12.21 – Elfridges. More details to follow. 

• 10.12.21 – Friends Social and Raffle 7pm Venue TBC 

• 16.12.21 – Christmas Disco during school hours – more details to follow. 

Our Autumn Term Prayer 

Father we commend to you this new term; our hopes and aspirations. 
Bless, we pray, our school, the staff and children, knowing that you are our rock and foundation. 
Inspire us in our teaching and vision. 
Support us where we fail and experience difficulties. 
Give us patience and understanding with our children, colleagues, Governors, parents and friends. 
We ask in the name of Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

FRIENDS 
 
 

The Friends of South Otterington School are a charity run by parents 
with the sole ambition of raising money to enhance school for all of our 
children. Please check the weekly school newsletter, playground notice 
board and our Facebook page (please search for 'Friends of South 
Otterington School') for updates on what we are funding and what we 
have planned. 
‘Bags for school’ will be going out on Monday as part of the fundraising 
for school. Due to the COVID19 Risk Assessment please, please do not 
send your full bag back to school until collection day:  
Thursday 14th OCTOBER 



We are holding our third ice cream sale of 2021 on Friday 1st October. 
Please buy your ice creams on the way to picking up your children from 
class and eat off site. Each ice cream/ice lolly is £1.  
This year’s AGM & social is to be held on the 6th October 2021 and we 
have sent out a separate email regarding this with the agenda. We 
really hope you can join us, even if it is for a slice of pizza before the 
meeting!  

Uniform Uniform is available from: 
https://school-shop.co.uk/school/south-otterington-ce-primary-
school/ 
Red polo shirt, navy sweatshirt, navy school jumper, grey 
trousers/skirt/pinafore/red or navy gingham dress. 
White tee-shirt, black shorts/joggers/leggings, trainers and  optional 
purple hoodie for PE day and After School Club. 
Long hair to be tied back, no jewellery. 

Pre-loved uniform sales: 

Next sale: Monday 11th October. PLEASE EMAIL YOUR REQUIREMENTS 
TO ADMIN AND THE SALES ASSISTANTS WILL ORGANISE YOUR ORDER!  
NO cash sales- please pay on school donation product on MCAS. 

Please send clean uniform we could sell to the foyer for isolation. 

Sports 
Update 

After School Clubs are up and running - details are in the diary above. 

PE Kit School uniform PE kit:  White tee-shirt, black shorts/joggers/leggings, 
trainers and  optional purple hoody for PE day should be worn for the 
full day on these days ONLY: 
Monday: Neptune 
Tuesday: Earth 
Wednesday: Mars 
Friday: No PE uniform for Autumn term. 

Reading Focus 2021-2022 Please follow this link for book recommendations 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-
recommendations/great-books-guide/ 

Attendance • Children must not attend school if they have any symptoms of 
coronavirus. 

• Parents/Guardians MUST inform school if their child is booked 
in for a test. This is confidential information. 

•  It is advised that if any pupil has ANY illness they are kept at 
home as they will be placed in the Rainbow Room with a 
member of staff wearing PPE until they are collected, which 
should be immediately. 

ATTENDANCE: 90.5% 

Road 
Safety 

Please talk to your child about crossing the road as this is could be 
another aspect of the pandemic which has affected our children.  

https://school-shop.co.uk/school/south-otterington-ce-primary-school/
https://school-shop.co.uk/school/south-otterington-ce-primary-school/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/


e-Safety We want our children to be safe and confident digital 
citizens. 
 
Neptune Class e-safety team message: 
Don’t talk to ANY strangers online. 
 

School 
lunches 

The pandemic could mean you are able to claim for Free school meals: 
EYFS to Y6. 

Please check the following website to see if you can apply for a Free 
School Meal for your child: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 

Dietary 
information 

Please make sure you provide a healthy packed lunch for your child.  
School dinners should be encouraged for your child. 
 

Ethical 
Leadership 
Framework 

We try to use the Framework for Ethical Leadership in Education in 
everything we do. It is based on the seven principles of public life.  

Health and Safety To comply with our COVID-19 Risk Assessment please make sure you 
Socially Distance on the school site. Thank you for your kindness. 
Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same 
household as someone with COVID-19, or are a close contact of 
someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

• they are fully vaccinated (i.e. have received two vaccines, the last 
one being over 14 days ago) 

• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-
19 vaccine trial 

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 
Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they 
have been in close contact with a positive case and advised to take 
a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if 
advised to do so. 
Risk Assessment and Guidance will be emailed at the start of each 
week and is available on the school website. 

Well-Being 
 

Tracey from Purple Matters will be in school for ten days during the 
Autumn term. 
Y5 and Y6 girls will be included in a Girls Club on a Friday afternoon 
during the weeks Tracey is in. More information is available in the 
Mars class letter. 

Big Otters Big Otters is open for sessions before and after school during the week. 
Please contact Natalie for more information: bigotters@aol.com 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
http://fabiusmaximus.com/2013/11/20/summers-recovery-bubble-58668
http://fabiusmaximus.com/2013/11/20/summers-recovery-bubble-58668
http://fabiusmaximus.com/2013/11/20/summers-recovery-bubble-58668
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/89619746@N02/8153022120
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://www.picpedia.org/highway-signs/w/well-being.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 

MUSIC We have a new music teacher for KS2 from September in school to teach 
ukelele and violin. KS2 Parents/Guardians: Please make your donation 
of £20 towards these lessons on MCAS. 
Alternate Mondays= Mars class (starting 13.9.2021) 
Alternate Thursdays= Neptune class (starting 23.9.21) 

South Otterington CE Primary School seeks to uphold the values and virtues of ethical 
education. 

We try to use the Framework for Ethical Leadership in Education in everything we do. 


