
‘Shine like stars in the universe’  
Philippians 2;15 
Our vision provides a guiding light to the pupils, staff, Governors and parents to ensure we have a dynamic mix of high achievement for all, exceptional 
pastoral care and expansive opportunities for the children. We want our children to become the exemplary citizens of the future. We are a vibrant, 
happy, family orientated community where everyone really feels they can flourish and achieve anything to which they set their hearts and minds. 

 
    

 

Spring 2022 
Friday 1st April 2022 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
We hope you enjoyed the Gallery yesterday if your child is in Mars or Neptune class. It was so special 
finally having everyone back in school once again. The South Otterington Gallery for Earth, Venus and 
Mercury will be on Monday 4th April from 3.30pm-4.30pm. Please join Valerie for 'bubbles' as you 
peruse the fabulous artwork our artists have created. You may purchase your child's artwork, which 
will be on sale for £5- please use MCAS to pay. Your child’s books will be available to look at during 
the Gallery time.  
Father Stephen is very busy making sure St Andrew’s is a focus for the village and has a church clear-
up planned for tomorrow- please see the church news box below. 
The final figure for our Sponsored Read was £845.50!! Huge well done to all our avid readers- we have 
been able to resource the Writing Shed, buy some phonic books and the rest is going towards some 
more scooters! Thank you. 
Tracey Johnson our Well Being Counsellor is not in school for the Summer term, however, if anyone 
would like to contact her regarding private sessions during the Summer term (which would be during 
the school day) please email the office and I can give you more information. 
From 25th April we are welcoming Mrs Chloe Beattie as our new school Administrator, Mrs Forrest is 
leaving for new adventures. Mrs Forrest has been a huge part of our school life and we thank her for 
all her hard work. We wish her all the very best in the future. 
We break up for the Easter break on Thursday 7th April at the usual end of day times. 
Have a restful weekend. 
With kind wishes, 
Amanda Gledhill  
 

Safeguarding 

Lead 

Miss Amanda Gledhill 

Deputy 
Safeguarding 
Lead 
Safeguarding 
Governor 

Mrs Andrea Jenkinson 
 
 
Mr Terry Cane 

Safeguarding 

Please remember to socially distance as you arrive/leave the school site, despite 
Government restrictions lifting. 

Question of 
the week: 

What is Palm Sunday? 

Makaton/Action 
Word 

palm 



Resilience Encourage your child to know what their own values are. 

Christian Value 
for Spring 2022 

Endurance 

Our full school 
topic for Spring 
2022 

Longitude and Latitude 

St Andrew’s news 
from Father 
Stephen 

On Saturday coming, 2nd April we are doing a churchyard clean-up in St 

Andrew's, and will be grateful for any help.  Bring gardening tools for outside if 

you have any, or cleaning stuff to clean the interior; or just come as you 

are.  Children, adults, all are welcome, and it's a good time to chat and work 

and meet one another. Plus, there are refreshments for everyone during the 

course of the morning.  Come for any or all of the time, 10-12 noon this 

Saturday. 
Arrival and 
Collection times 

Venus (Preschool and Reception) will now come into school through the wooden gates to Ms 
Jenkinson’s room: 8.45am-8.55am.  
Mercury: If your child will not come into school through the gates alone please use the right hand 
side of the building for drop-off. 
Earth: 8.55am-8.59am 
Neptune: 8.50am-8.55am 
Mars: 8.45am-8.50am  
Collection times 
Venus and Mercury (Preschool and Reception) 3.15pm-3.30pm 
Earth: 3.15-3.20pm 
Neptune:3.20pm-3.25pm 
Mars: 3.25pm-3.30pm  

Admin 
 
 
 
MCAS – SCHOOL 
ID 11820 

Any information you require is contained within our @Weekly News or on our website so please 
do check this before contacting the office with any queries. 
Please top up lunch balances via MCAS – thank you! 

 Monday  
4.4.2022 

Tuesday  
5.4.2022 

Wed 
6.4.2022  

Thursday 
7.4.2022 

Friday 
8.4.2022 

Venus Bring your PE KIT in 
a bag and leave at 
school. 

    

Earth Bring your PE KIT in 
a bag and leave at 
school.  

Cool Chemistry 
workshop 

South Otterington Gallery 
Please join Valerie for 
'bubbles' as you peruse the 
fabulous artwork our artists 
have created. You may 
purchase your child's 
artwork, which will be on 
sale for £5. Children’s books 
will be available to look at 
during the Gallery. 

  Cool 
Chemistry for 
Earth class 



Visit to 
Northallerton 
Methodist Church 

Neptune Bring your PE KIT in 
a bag and leave at 
school. 

 

   

Mars  Bring your PE KIT in 
a bag and leave at 
school- we recommend 

including a shin pads and 
a gum shield. 

 

  Northallerton 
School staff 
visiting Y5/6 at 
2.30pm 

After 
School 
Club 
 

Y5/6 Mars Hockey- 

we recommend a gum 
shield. 

Y1/2 Football Y3/4 Neptune 
Hockey- we 

recommend a 
gum shield. 

French Club 

All   Jen Holder in 
for Collective 
Worship 

James 
Lofthouse in 
school.  
ICE CREAM SALES 
BY FRIENDS 

 

 

Dates for your diary  
Monday 25th April: Return to school at usual start of day times. 
Thursday 28th April: Brass Ensemble 1.15pm-1.45pm 
Monday 2nd May: Bank Holiday Monday- school closed 
Wednesday 4th May: Full Governing Body Meeting 1.30pm 
Monday 9th May: Himalayan Prayer Garden Grand Opening with Caroline Turner 
Monday 16th May: EYFS visit to see the Knitted Bible on Tour! More details to follow. 
Friday 27th May:  Break up at usual end of day times. 
Monday 6th June: PD Day- SCHOOL CLOSED 
Tuesday 7th June:  Return to school at usual start of day times. 
Wednesday 8th June: Neptune visit to Queen Ethelberga’s College-Create your own volcano 
Monday 13th June -17th June Book Fair in school. Reading Café planned for this week. 
Wednesday 15th June: Class photos 
Thursday 16th June : Dogs Trust visit to school. 
Monday 20th June to Friday 24th June: SPORTS WEEK 
Monday 27th June: Y6 Leavers Service at All Saints Church 
Wednesday 6th July: Full Governing Body Meeting 1.30pm 
Sunday 10th July: Confirmation service in St Andrew’s Church 10.45am 
Friday 22nd July: Break up for the Summer holidays 

Our Spring 2022 Prayer 
Written for us by Rev Alan Gledhill 

Father we give you thanks for this day 
Guide us in our lives we pray.  
Help us to face our difficulties and setbacks with endurance and cheerfulness. That we may 
overcome them and in so doing so help others to face their challenges too. 
We thank you for all your many blessings; for our school, for food and clothing, for families and 



friends, for work and play and all your gifts.  
Keep us mindful of all these things and may we share our blessings with others. 
We thank you this new term for the promise of Spring as the world moves on, the sun returns, the 
days grow longer.  For brighter weather, the first greenery of the fields and gardens, new life of the 
farm.  
May we be mindful of the wonders or our world. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

Uniform LONG  HAIR: Please tie your child’s hair up. Thank you. 
Uniform: 
Red polo shirt, navy sweatshirt, navy school jumper, grey 
trousers/skirt/pinafore/red or navy gingham dress. 
White tee-shirt, black shorts/joggers/leggings, trainers and  optional purple 
hoodie for PE day and After School Club. 
Long hair to be tied back, no jewellery. 

Pre-loved uniform sales: 

Next sale: Monday 25th April: PLEASE EMAIL YOUR REQUIREMENTS TO ADMIN 
AND THE SALES ASSISTANTS WILL ORGANISE YOUR ORDER!  NO cash sales- 
please pay on school donation product on MCAS.  

Please send clean uniform we could sell to the foyer for isolation. 

Sports 
Update 

After School Clubs are running this term 

PE Kit School uniform PE kit including  VENUS:  White tee-shirt, black 
shorts/joggers/leggings, trainers and  optional purple hoody for PE- bring in a 
BAG and now leave in school.  

Reading Focus 
2021-2022 

Please follow this link for book recommendations 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-
books-guide/ 

Attendance • Children must not attend school if they have any symptoms of 
coronavirus. 

• Parents/Guardians MUST inform school if their child is booked in for a 
test. This is confidential information. 

•  It is advised that if any pupil has ANY illness they are kept at home as 
they will be placed in the Rainbow Room with a member of staff wearing 
PPE until they are collected, which should be immediately. 

ATTENDANCE FOR THIS WEEK: 94.3% 

School 
lunches 

Message from NYCC: 

Following a recent review we’ve noticed that a number of eligible children are not 

taking up the offer of a free school meal. We know there are a variety of reasons for 

this and we’d like to continue to work in partnership with you to increase the 

numbers of children benefitting from a hot school meal. 

Free school meals could save families up to £450 a year per child; a much needed 

financial boost due to the cost of living increasing. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/


Please check the following website to see if you can apply for a Free School 
Meal for your child: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 

Dietary 

information 

Please make sure you provide a healthy packed lunch for your child.  
School dinners should be encouraged for your child. 
Dales Packed Lunch Policy: Important REMINDERS 

• Pupils’ lunch boxes should offer balanced nutrition. Across a week parents are 

encouraged to offer a variety of healthy foods.  

• Lunch boxes should not contain more than one of these foods: crisps, cakes, 

biscuits 

• Fizzy drinks, sweetened drinks, juice and chewing gum, nuts, sesame, chocolate 

bars, chocolates or sweets are not allowed. 

Ethical 

Leadership 
Framework 

We use the Framework for Ethical Leadership in Education in everything we do in 
school. It is based on the seven principles of public life.  Our Ethical Leaders from 
each class make pupil decisions in school and meet each half term. 

Health and Safety To comply with our COVID-19 Risk Assessment please make sure you Socially Distance on the 
school site. Thank you for your kindness. 
Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with 
COVID-19, or are a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

• they are fully vaccinated (i.e. have received two vaccines, the last one being over 14 days 
ago) 

• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 
Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact 
with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take 
a PCR test if advised to do so. 
Our Risk Assessment  is emailed each Monday for our Spring term and is available on the school 
website. 

e-safety 
 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers 
 

Well-Being 

 

Support your child’s mental health and well being: 
https://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/your-family/wellbeing/building-
resilience-in-children-and-teens/ 
 

Big Otters Big Otters is open for sessions before and after school during the week. 
Please contact Natalie for more information: bigotters@aol.com 

MUSIC We have a new music teacher for KS2 from September in school to teach ukelele 
and violin. KS2 Parents/Guardians: Please make your donation of £20 towards 
these lessons on MCAS. 
Alternate Mondays= Mars class (starting 10.1.2022) 
Alternate Thursdays= Neptune class (starting 6.1.2022) 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/your-family/wellbeing/building-resilience-in-children-and-teens/
https://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/your-family/wellbeing/building-resilience-in-children-and-teens/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/89619746@N02/8153022120
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://www.picpedia.org/highway-signs/w/well-being.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 

ROAD SAFETY 

Please park and stride if possible! 

South Otterington CE Primary School seeks to uphold the values and virtues of ethical 
education. 

We try to use the Framework for Ethical Leadership in Education in everything we do. 


