
‘Shine like stars in the universe’  
Philippians 2;15 
Our vision provides a guiding light to the pupils, staff, Governors and parents to ensure we have a dynamic mix of high achievement for all, exceptional 
pastoral care and expansive opportunities for the children. We want our children to become the exemplary citizens of the future. We are a vibrant, 
happy, family orientated community where everyone really feels they can flourish and achieve anything to which they set their hearts and minds. 

 
    

 
 
 
 

 

Autumn 2022 
9.12.2022 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
It has been a very hectic week in school, as the children prepared for the Concerts and 
Carol Services. 
 
We also had the most amazing pantomine from M&M productions. This is a real 
highlight of the year for everyone. The show is as good as the theatre performances,  so 
if you would like to make a donation for your child’s ticket, there is now a payment 
option on MCAS. Thank you for your generosity. 

 
The children had individual photographs taken in their Concert costumes and will be 
bringing home the log-in details home tonight. I have to tell you they all look amazing 
and will be a momento you will treasure I am sure! 
Any donations for Save the Children Christmas Jumper day can be made on MCAS.  
 
We look forward to seeing you at the Concerts next week. Please be aware that each 
ticket is for a person and so any siblings will need their own ticket (if they are not in the 
performance). This is due to Health and Safety limitations on numbers in the hall. If 
you do not need to use one of your tickets, please return to the Admin office asap. 
 
Hope you get all the Christmas jobs completed this weekend! 
 
Kind wishes, 
 
Amanda Gledhill 



Safeguarding 
Lead 

Miss Amanda Gledhill 

Deputy 
Safeguarding 
Lead 
Safeguarding 
Governor 

Mrs Andrea Jenkinson 
Mrs Vicky Fraser 
 
 
Mr Terry Cane 

Safeguarding 

How do you keep your Christmas lights safe? 

Question of 
the week: 

What is Christmas? 

Makaton/Action 
Word 

Christmas 
 

A building 
resilience and self 
care question for 
you to ask your 
child 

What happens when you say NO to your child?  
If you need some support with any parenting skills please speak to 
the HT , as we have access to a number of on-line courses. 
Link for further information: 
How to build family resilience  

Year of Science 
2022-2023 

‘The scientist is not a person who gives the right answers; it is the 
one who asks the right questions.’  
Claude Levi-Strauss (a French Anthropologist) 

British Values Encourage your child to know what the British Values are: Rule of 
Law, Tolerance, Mutual Respect, Democracy, Individual Liberty  

Admin 
 
 
 
MCAS – SCHOOL 
ID 11820 

Any information you require is contained within our @Weekly 
News or on our website so please do check this before contacting 
the office with any queries. 
Please top up lunch balances via MCAS – thank you! 
The Trust has reviewed school meal prices across the academies 
and from SEPTEMBER 2022 there has been an increase in school 
meal prices: 
Mars and Neptune class: £2.75 per meal 
Mercury: £2.30 per meal 
 
 

https://thismayhelp.me/How%20to%20build%20family%20resilience/


 Monday 
12.12.2022 

Tuesday 
13.12.2022 

Wednesday 
14.12.2022 

Thursday 
15.12.2022 

Friday 
16.12.2022 

Venus/Mercury  2pm 
Born in a 

Barn 

6pm 
Born in a 

Barn 

  

Earth  2pm 
Born in a 

Barn 

6pm 
Born in a 
Barn 

  

Neptune 2pm  
The Magic 

Jigsaw 

6pm  
The Magic 

Jigsaw 

   

Mars 2pm  
The Magic 

Jigsaw 

6pm  
The Magic 

Jigsaw 

   

All 
 

 9.30am St 
Andrew’s 
Carol 
service 
All 
welcome! 

  Shining Star 
Collective 
Worship   
Break up  

Donations for Tony (washbag and pencil case items) can be sent into school to put 
under the Christian Values Tree- this is the last week for collections. Thank you. 
Dates for your diary   
Christmas Performances:  

Date 2pm 6pm 
Monday 12th December 
 

Mars and Neptune 
The Magic Jigsaw  

 

Tuesday 13th December 
 

Earth, Venus and Mercury 
Born in a Barn 

Mars and Neptune 
The Magic Jigsaw  

Wednesday 14th December  
 

 Earth, Venus and Mercury 
Born in a Barn 

Tuesday 13th December: Christmas service with Father Stephen in St Andrew’s 9.30am 
All Welcome 
Wednesday 14th December: Collective Worship with Jen Holder 
Friday 16th December: Break up at usual end of day times 
Tuesday 3rd January: PD Day -school closed to pupils 
Please note the new Bank Holiday date of Monday 8th May for the coronation of King 
Charles III - school will be closed on this day 
 
 



News from Father Stephen 
 
I was grateful for the questionnaires submitted at the Fayre on Sunday; these will help 
hugely in attracting match funding in addition to the legacy we have received of over 
£50,000.  If you took a questionnaire and still have it at home, can you please send it 
to school? Further copies of the questionnaire on request. Thank you. 
Also, we are grateful for all money being collected for the Children's Society in 
preparation for the Christingle service.  Collection envelopes or cardboard candles 
may be returned to Church at the Christingle service on Christmas Eve, or alternatively 
they can be returned to school.   
Do make a note of the Christingle service on Christmas Eve at 4pm; it is the biggest 
children's service of the year.  Each child will receive a Christingle they light and take 
home, something they will remember for a long time! 
Father Stephen Treasure 
 

Our Autumn 2022 Prayer 
Written for us by Rev Alan Gledhill 

Father we commend to you this new term; our hopes and aspirations. 
Bless, we pray, our school, the staff and children, knowing that you are our rock and 
foundation. 
Inspire us in our teaching and vision. 
Support us where we fail and experience difficulties. 
Give us patience and understanding with our children, colleagues, Governors, parents 
and friends. 
We ask in the name of Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 
Reading Focus 
2022-2023 

Please follow this link for book recommendations 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-
recommendations/great-books-guide/ 
We will soon have a new reading trial in place. Please do feedback 
to us regarding this during this term. 

Attendance ATTENDANCE FOR THIS WEEK: 93.6% 

School 
lunches 

Free School Meals could save families up to £450 a year per child; 
a much needed financial boost due to the cost of living increasing. 
Please check the following website to see if you can apply for a 
Free School Meal for your child: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals


Ethical 

Leadership 
Framework 

We use the Framework for Ethical Leadership in Education in 
everything we do in school. It is based on the seven principles of 
public life.  Our Ethical Leaders from each class make pupil decisions 
in school and meet each half term. 

Well-
Being 

Young Carers 
Our Northallerton Young Carers are now also able to support any 
pupils who may be living with a parent who is suffering from a 
Mental Health diagnosis. 
Please speak to the Headteacher for further information. 
We currently have children supported by Young Carers in school 
and it is a very positive addition to their life. 

E-safety New for this week 
https://www.internetmatters.org/childrens-online-safety-this-
festive-season/ 
Further advice: 
Pre-school - https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/0-5/ 
6 - 10 year olds 
- https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/6-10/ 
11 - 13 year olds 
- https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/11-13/ 
14 plus - https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/14plus/ 
 

South Otterington CE Primary School seeks to uphold the values and 
virtues of ethical education. 

We try to use the Framework for Ethical Leadership in Education in 
everything we do. 

Friends Dates & Newsletter  

* 11th December - Deck the Halls - share photos of your Christmas decorations on our 

Facebook and Instagram pages to win a prize!  

* 14th December - Elfridges (pay deposit on MCAS by 11th December) 

* 14th December - Friends Social at Tejanos at 7.30pm  

* 16th December - Friends Family Festive Social at the village hall (3.30-5.00pm) 

* 16th December - Friends Christmas Carol Singing (5.00pm starting at Village Hall) 

* 18th December - Santa Tour (starting at Maunby at 4.30pm) 

* 18th December - Best dressed pets - share photos of your pets all ready or Christmas on our 

Facebook and Instagram pages to win a prize!  
 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 

Thank you to everyone who donated, volunteered and came along to our Christmas Fair. It was 

well supported which was great to see. In total we raised £1,500 which is amazing!  
 

https://www.internetmatters.org/childrens-online-safety-this-festive-season/
https://www.internetmatters.org/childrens-online-safety-this-festive-season/
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=623b4dff44&e=2c3ff62f73
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=1062d706ca&e=2c3ff62f73
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=87b4b601ad&e=2c3ff62f73
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=04e3ecf929&e=2c3ff62f73
https://www.picpedia.org/highway-signs/w/well-being.html
https://www.picpedia.org/highway-signs/w/well-being.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://goopenva.org/courseware/lesson/1353
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


 

TIMES TABLES ROCKSTARS 

Early next week we will be announcing the winners of our Festive Times Tables Rockstars 

Competition - the class with the highest score will win a festive treat (Christmas movie, hot 

chocolate, popcorn and marshmallows). 
 

FESTIVE SOCIAL 

We hope that you can join us for our 2022 Christmas Social on the 14th December, 7.30pm at 

Tejanos. Please pay a £5 deposit (taken off cost of meal) on MCAS to secure your place by the 

11th December. For those who have booked please can you email your menu choice to 

friends.south.otterington@gmail.com. 
 

CAROL SINGING & CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Come and join us on the 16th December... 

* FAMILY SOCIAL - we are holding a family social after school at the Village Hall from 3.30 - 

5.00pm. Come along and kick off the Christmas break with free refreshments, mince pies and 

games.  

* CAROL SINGING -for those wanting to join in the carol singing there will be quick rehearsal 

at 5pm followed by singing at 5.30 @green opposite the pub and 6.30 @green opposite village 

hall. The Village Hall will be available between sessions to warm up, comfort break etc. Don't 

worry if you can't make both sessions, although the more the merrier! We are still giving people 

the option of door-to-door carols, so get in touch if you are interested in booking this in.  
 

SANTA LETTERS 

Book via MCAS your personalised Santa letters for your child/ren which will include some 

reindeer food and chocolate coins. £5 to be picked up at school office or £6 to be posted. 

Once booked, we will send you a form to complete to get the info we need to make it 

personalised. Please book by the 11th December. 
 

ELFRIDGES 

The children can visit the Elfridges shop on the 14th December in school to choose, wrap and 

label a surprise gift for loved ones. Each gift is £3 and can be booked via MCAS (male/female 

options available). Please book by the 11th December. This is also the deadline to order 

reindeer food and hot chocolate cones.  
 

FRIENDS ON INSTAGRAM 

The Friends have created our very own Instagram account. Please search and follow 

us @friends.south.otterington  
 

CHRISTMAS TOUR - 18TH DECEMBER 
We are pleased to announce that Santa and his helpers will be touring Maunby (starting at 4.30pm), Newby 
Wiske, South Otterington, Thornton le Moor then back into South Otterington along the A167.Santa will be 
stopping at designated stops to allow Children to see him, talk to him and get a photo. More details to follow. 
The team are kindly donating any proceeds to the Friends, so please support this fantastic event!  
 

 

mailto:friends.south.otterington@gmail.com

