
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to 
South Otterington 

C of E School 
2021-2022 
******* 

“Shine like stars in the universe” 
Philippians 2:15 
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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Our school was opened in 1993 by HRH Duchess of Kent.  It was built to replace the schools at Newby 
Wiske and Thornton-le-Moor. We are part of the Dales Academies Trust along with twelve other primary 
schools and All Saints Secondary Academy. 

Our vision is for everyone of us to: 

‘Shine like stars in the universe.’ 

Philippians 2:15 

This vision provides a guiding light to the pupils, staff, Governors and parents to ensure we have a dynamic 
mix of high achievement for all, exceptional pastoral care and expansive opportunities for the children. 
We want our children to become the exemplary citizens of the future. We are a vibrant, happy, family 
orientated community where everyone really feels they can flourish and achieve anything to which they 
set their minds and hearts. 

South Otterington CE Primary School is strongly committed to using the Ethical Leadership Framework to 
create and uphold an ethos that stresses high achievement, equal opportunities, the valuing of cultural 
diversity, the provision of a secure environment, partnerships with parents and the wider community.  

We welcome you to our school, 

Kind regards, 

Amanda Gledhill 

Headteacher  

Our current team: 

Role Name Year Group 

Headteacher Miss Amanda Gledhill  

Teaching staff Ms A. Jenkinson EYFS, SENDCo 

 Mrs J.Fortune EYFS 

 Mrs V. Fraser Y1/Y2 

 Mr M. Brown Y3/Y4 

 Mrs H. Richford Y5/Y6 

 Mrs J.Wake Y5/Y6 

Teaching Assistants Mrs K.Stamp EYFS/KS1 

 Ms J.Cooke KS2 

 Mrs M. Peacock KS2 

 Mrs J. Metcalfe EYFS 

 Mrs R. Eynon EYFS 

 Mrs L. Davies KS2 

Sports Leader Mrs H. Umpleby EYFS-Y6 

Senior Lunchtime Supervisor Mrs M. Peacock 

Lunchtime Supervisory Assistants Mrs K. Stamp, Mrs J. Fryatt, Mrs K. Long 

School cooks Mrs C. Smith  

 Mrs J. Allan 

School Administrators Mrs K. Forrest (Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri) & Mrs H.Umpleby (Thurs) 

School Caretaker & Cleaner Mr L.Stimson & Mrs L.Kay 
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Our School Building 
Our school was built in 1993. We have four classrooms and the Rainbow Room, which is used for smaller 
group teaching and meetings. The school is equipped with wireless network and has a mobile laptop 
trolley with 15 laptops and 15 ipads.  
We have fabulous outdoor spaces to use in our school. EYFS and Preschool have an enclosed outdoor 
area. This allows children to ‘Learn wherever you turn’  outdoors whatever the weather! We have a 
scooter and bike roadway a large playground for use at playtime and dinnertime, a field for use in the 
Summer. We have lots of play equipment to give the children opportunities to develop their fine and gross 
motor skills.  
We have a dedicated READING SHED and WRITING SHED for the children to develop their literacy skills 
during our Year of Reading and Writing 2021 – 2022. 
We have a Y3/Y4 Health and Safety team, and Ethical Leaders elected in each class form our school 
council. 
We also have chickens looked after by the Chicken Patrol in Year 5/6 and a tortoise called Shelly. 
 

  
 
Starting at our School 
We encourage children to have a range of skills before they arrive at school. 

• To be able to play happily and co-operatively with other children  

• To use the toilet without assistance 

• To talk with and show trust in other familiar adults 

• To share with other children 

• To listen and follow simple instructions 

• To be curious 

• To stay focused on a task until it is complete 

• To dress and undress by themselves 

• To use a knife and fork 

• To be able to use and manage their own water bottle. 
 
Our School Day 
The children are in session for 27.5 hours per week.  Of this, 25 hours are spent in lessons and 2.5 hours in 
assemblies and breaks. 
 
Doors open    8.45am 
Start       9.00am 
Morning Break                       10.30am -10.45am 
Lunch Time   12.00 noon - 1.00pm 
School Ends   3.30pm 
 
Children are welcomed into school through the gate from 8.45am. They can go straight to their classroom, 
meet their teacher and start on their Early Morning Activities. 
 
Children finish at 3.30pm and we need to see who is collecting them before we hand them over to you. If 
there is a new person coming please always let the office (01609 776273) know beforehand. 
 
We share Collective Worship at 3pm every day in the school hall or classroom. We have a variety of 
visitors throughout the year including Father Robert, who is the Parish Priest. We also invite lots of visitors 
from the community eg The Guide Dogs, PCSOs. 
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Our week in school ends with our Shining Star assembly when we find out who has been the Shining Star 
for each class and who will be sitting on the Golden Table for lunch on Monday!  
We currently have a Forest School teacher who works on site one afternoon per week. 
 
At Lunchtime 
A healthy school meal is available.  Mrs Smith and Mrs Allan, our school cooks prepare these tasty meals 
using fresh produce.  We will email you a menu listing a rolling three week programme of daily choices in 
time for the start of each new term. 
All Key Stage 1 children (Reception, Year 1 & 2) receive free school meals as part of the Government 
Universal Free School Meals initiative. (Please still apply for Economic Free School Meals if you think you 
are eligible – please contact the office for information and it will be dealt with confidentially).  
Children who bring a packed lunch to school can eat this in the school hall.  Lunchtime supervisors help 
the children and look after them during the lunch hour. Our expectation is that children with a packed 
lunch will be provided with a healthy lunch without any sweets, nuts or fizzy drinks.   
Please note we are a nut free school. 
We will automatically register your under 5 child for Free School Milk – if you would like to continue after 
your child’s 5th birthday please access the coolmilk website to register. 
https://www.coolmilk.com/parents/  
 
Home/School Partnership 
Each year we have three parent evenings for pupils, which provide an opportunity for you to look at your 
child’s work and review their progress. The Summer term parents evening is a consultation with the 
teacher, parents and child. We encourage you to contact your child’s teacher if you have any concerns so 
they can be dealt with straight away. 
 
Every Friday we send you our weekly newsletter: @WeeklyNews. This will be sent to you via email (please 
ensure you keep us up to date with your current email address) and keeps you up to date with all the 
school information for the week. 
 
Please ensure you keep the school office updated with your current mobile telephone number and 
address. 
 
We welcome your interest in school if you have any spare time and would like to be one of our volunteer 
helpers, please contact the Admin team. 
 
The Curriculum  
We deliver the Foundation Stage Curriculum in Reception and the the National Curriculum to the pupils in 
KS1 and KS2. These are designed to ensure that children are given a firm foundation of knowledge,  skills 
and understanding which will enable them to become ‘literate, numerate, well-informed, confident and 
capable of learning throughout life’. 
 
Children are competent learners from birth and develop and learn in a variety of ways. As practitioners, 
we get to know children in our care so that we can consider their needs, their interests and their stages of 
development. We value on-going dialogue with parents and guardians to support our knowledge of 
children’s interests. We use this information to help us plan challenging and enjoyable experiences across 
all areas of learning and development. 
 
At the beginning of their school career, children work towards achieving their Early Learning Goals. These 
are the knowledge, skills and understanding which most young children should have acquired by the end 
of the academic year in which they are five. After that they move smoothly into Key Stage One and the 
National Curriculum. 

https://www.coolmilk.com/parents/
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The Early Years Foundation Stage: 
The Early Learning goals the children focus on during EYFS summarise the knowledge, skills and 
understanding that all young children should have gained by the end of the Reception year, and the 
national assessment requirements. 
 
All areas of learning are important and are interconnected. These areas will be important in igniting 
children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning and for building their capacity to learn; form relationships 
and thrive. These three prime areas are; Communication and Language; Physical Development, and 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development. 
 
We will also support children in four specific areas through which the three prime areas will be 
strengthened and applied. These four areas are Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World, and 
Expressive Arts and Design. 
 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage: Key Areas 
Communication and Language 
This involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment. Some of the most 
important skills your child can develop are those of talking and listening, for example, learning to talk 
about matters of interest with confidence; giving relevant details; considering who is listening and when 
to stay quiet and listen to others. Being a good listener is of vital importance to allow progress in all 
aspects of learning. Do take time to develop both of these important skills with your child. 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
This involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive 
relationships and to develop respect for others, to develop social skills and learn how to manage their 
feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups and to have confidence in their own abilities.  
    
Physical Development 
This involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and inter-active and to develop co-
ordination, control and movement. Children will be helped to understand the importance of physical 
activity and to make healthy choices in relation to food. 
 
Forest School 
Throughout the year children participate in our Forest school in our on-site nature garden/EYFS area. 
Sessions involve going into our own area and getting involved in games and activities to learn about the 
countryside: including identifying plants and animals; making shelters; using tools; climbing trees and 
generally exploring nature. These sessions require a high level of supervision and therefore we rely on the 
contribution of volunteers. Please do contact the office if you are available to help. A permission form for 
visits in the vicinity must be signed – please see your admission pack. 
 
Literacy 
Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and 
write. Children will be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems and other written 
materials) to ignite their interest. 
 
Children will learn how to handle books, how to track text and how to use cues to predict words. At the 
same time they will learn letter sounds and names from a phased phonic programme: Letters and Sounds. 
These teach children to learn to recognise and then blend sounds, so that they can read words. They also 
learn how to segment words orally in order to write them. 
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Writing skills begin with early mark-making. Children learn how to grip writing tools effectively and to form 
letters in the correct direction and from the line. As children become ‘writers’ they begin to consider the 
purpose of their writing. This is largely developed through a range of play and topic-based themes. 
Children may write diaries, lists, instructions, stories and so on. They will be encouraged to ‘have a go’ at 
writing the sounds they hear in words and need to be praised for their efforts, especially if they are 
plausible alternatives to the correct spellings. Developing this confidence is a really important starting 
point to becoming a keen writer. 
 
Mathematics 
Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in 
counting, understanding and using numbers; calculating simple addition and subtraction problems and to 
describe shapes, spaces and measures. 
 
Numeracy in the early stages is mostly taught in practical ways. Children will do lots of oral and practical 
counting together and in their play. They will learn to recognise sets, numbers and compare and order. 
They will sort and match and begin to estimate. A large proportion of early mathematics is focussed on 
gaining an understanding of the language used. You can help to support this at home too, through a 
variety of daily living events. Children will learn language associated with addition, subtraction, ordinal 
number, position, weight, length, capacity and time. Cooking, shopping and journeys are especially rich in 
opportunities to develop language, concepts and understanding. 
 
Understanding the World 
This involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through 
opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and environment. 
 
We offer them opportunities to use a range of tools safely and to encounter creatures, plants and objects 
in natural environments and in real-life situations. Your children may experiment with a range of different 
materials to find out more. They will develop their knowledge and use of a range of ICT to support their 
learning, such as cameras; computers; CD players and programmable toys. They will also develop their 
awareness of different cultures and beliefs. 
 
Expressive Arts and Design 
This involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as 
providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a 
variety of activities on art, music, movement, dance, role play and design and technology. 
 
Through our provision we aim to extend children’s creativity, supporting their curiosity and exploration in 
play.  
 
None of the areas of learning and development are delivered in isolation. They are all equally important 
and depend on each other to support a rounded approach to child development and learning. Most 
importantly, all areas are delivered through planned, purposeful play. Learning through play is one of the 
key principles of Early Years Education and is supported by a wealth of research. 
 
Children also learn by: 

• By being with other people 

• Being active 

• Exploring new things and experiences 

• Talking to themselves and others 

• Communicating about what they are doing with someone who responds to their ideas 

• Representing ideas and experiences 
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• Meeting physical and mental challenges 

• Being shown how to do things 

• Practising, repeating and applying skills 

• Having fun 
 
Our School Curriculum comprises far more than just the Foundation Stage and National Curriculum: it 
encompasses everything your child does.  We look to develop the children’s skills and knowledge giving 
them strategies for learning involving problem-solving, hypothesising and logical thinking.  We value the 
skills that the children come into school with and aim to develop them in the best ways possible.  
 
Equal Opportunities and Racial Equality 
As we know that early learning experiences affect the development of attitudes in later life, it is very 
important that all children are offered access to learning opportunities.  We encourage all children to try 
the widest possible range of activities.  Children are taught to show respect and consideration for others, 
regardless of ethnic background, and opportunities to develop awareness of cultural diversity are 
embedded in the curriculum. 
 
Car Parking 
We encourage all the children to walk to school or park and stride to maximise the benefits of fresh air 
and exercise. Please do not park in the school lay-by or in the school car park. Please be considerate of our 
local residents when you bring or collect your children. We have a team Junior Road Safety Officers who 
monitor the arrival of children at school. 
 
School Uniform - PLEASE mark all of the children’s clothes with their names. 
We like children to feel proud of their appearance. New school uniform can be ordered online via 
www.school-shop.co.uk.  
If you would prefer second hand school uniform is available from our Ethical Leaders School Uniform Shop 
on a Monday after school – please pay for this  via MCAS. 
 
Boys can wear:  Red polo shirt, navy blue sweatshirt, navy blue school jumper, grey or black trousers. 
 
Girls can wear: Red polo shirt, navy blue sweatshirt or cardigan, navy blue school jumper grey or        

black trousers, skirt or pinafore dress and a red or navy checked dress in Summer. 
 
All children should have a pair of indoor shoes (plimsolls are advisable – no slippers please) and outdoor 
shoes (wellies are advisable).  
 
EYFS children require wellies for outdoor use and school shoes for indoor use. 
                                               
It is much easier for young children to manage their own shoe fastenings if they have Velcro rather than 
laces. We encourage children to value their surroundings and appreciate what we have and will ask them 
to change into their indoor shoes when coming into school. 
 
P.E. Kit for Reception to Year 6 
Children should change clothes for all PE lessons. Children wear a white T-shirt, black shorts and a purple 
PE hoodiel. The purple hoodie is available from www.school-shop.co.uk.  
If you would prefer a second hand school PE hoodie, these are sometimes available from our Ethical 
Leaders School Uniform Shop on a Monday after school – please pay for this  via MCAS. 
No jewellery is allowed during PE lessons. Plimsolls or trainers are worn for outdoor games and sometimes 
the children work in the hall in bare feet.  Earrings should be removed or must be covered with medical 
tape and long hair tied back at all times. 

http://www.school-shop.co.uk/
http://www.school-shop.co.uk/
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Lost property - Lost property is located outside Mars class. Please remember that over 100 children have 
the same uniform so ensure that everything is named. 
 
School Book Bags 
Book bags keep books in good condition and can be ordered online via www.school-shop.co.uk 
 
Security 
The external gates are locked during the school day after drop off and before collection and when school 
is closed. All visitors to school are requested to report to the school office when they have entered the 
school site through the video entry gate.   
All external doors are fitted with security crash locks.  These enable children and staff to quickly exit the 
building in the event of an emergency.   
The school is intruder alarmed each evening; at weekends and during holiday periods.  
The security of the children; members of staff; other users of the school and also the fabric of the school 
continues to be a concern of the Governors.  Obviously the security of the school will benefit greatly from 
‘neighbourhood watch’ and the willingness of people to report any incident related to the site. 
 
Attendance and Absences – Reception year to Year 6 
We are required to keep detailed records of children’s school attendance.  If your child is unwell and 
unable to come to school, please email or call the school office on 01609 776273 by 9.00am each day, 
stating the  nature of the illness.  Please be specific we often have to monitor illness in school. Authorised 
absences are recorded when your child is ill or visits a doctor. We have high expectations for attendance. 
It is also important your child is punctual, lateness is also recorded and monitored. 
 
Unauthorised absences are recorded when we do not know why your child is not in school, when your 
child is late for school or if you take term time holidays.  Parents can only apply for absence in exceptional 
circumstances.  If you wish to take your child out of school during term time you will need to complete a 
leave of absence form which can be obtained from the school office/website.  Strict government 
guidelines are now in place in regard to term time leave. 
 
Attendance and Absences – Preschool 
If your child attends Preschool please also inform us if your child will not be in school for any reason. If you 
pay for your child’s session please note you will still be charged for any absence. 
 
Emergency Contacts 
Very occasionally we need to contact you during the day, so please make sure we have an up-to-date 
telephone number (particularly mobile numbers) and the number of a relative or friend who can take 
responsibility if we cannot contact you. 
 
Health 
Your child will receive routine hearing and sight checks with the school nurse. Should further examination 
be necessary, you will  be contacted. Online consents for flu vaccinations etc may be required by the 
Healthy Child Team. The Admin team will notify parents of these and provide information. 
 
Please let us know about any thing that may affect your child’s physical health or emotional well-being. If 
we are kept fully informed we can then do everything possible to be sensitive to the situation. We need to 
know about any allergies. 
 
Out of consideration for anyone in the early stages of pregnancy, please inform us of all cases of Rubella 
(German Measles) and also any other contagious illnesses e.g. COVID-19. 

http://www.school-shop.co.uk/
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Medicines 
If your child becomes unwell during the school day, you will be contacted.  It is essential that our records 
are kept up to date with emergency telephone numbers. 
 
If medicine is needed to be taken by children during school time (four times a day medicine only) this 
should be taken to and collected from the school office. It should be brought in a named container with 
the dose, time and child’s GP, clearly labelled. A permission form for administration MUST be signed 
before medicine can be administered. 
 
Behaviour 
We have an emphasis on good behaviour at all times and in all places. This expectation of respect and 
kindness towards others, care for belongings and the environment enables children to respond positively 
which leads to a calm, relaxed and ordered atmosphere in which everyone can flourish. 
We encourage children through positive praise and recognition of their efforts and achievements. Our 
Christian Values are very evident through our ethos and expectations of behaviour. 
 
Children with Special Educational Needs including more able children 
Every child is different and has their own diverse needs. We aim to support every child in our school to 
make progress and achieve.  
A great deal of evidence suggests that early intervention is the most effective way of assisting any child 
who needs extra help and we endeavour to identify children early and provide the help they need. If we 
have concerns about a child, ask to meet with you.  Equally we will identify and nurture the unique 
strengths,  interests, aptitudes and passions of individual children.  
Our SENDCo is Ms A.Jenkinson 
 
Religious Education and Collective Worship 
Our Religious Education is non-denominational and in accordance with the Diocese of York Agreed 
Syllabus.  Children may be withdrawn from Collective Worship and Religious Education lessons by special 
request.  We value our RE for the opportunities it provides to foster a sense of individual worth; an 
understanding of the spiritual dimension in life and knowledge and respect for the multicultural nature of 
society. We are fully committed to our Christian Values to ensure our children will become exemplary 
citizens of the future. 
 
Welfare 
The welfare of the children is overseen by the Headteacher and the staff.  Our Well Being Champion is Mrs 
K. Stamp. The School Nurse, Health Visitor, Vicar and Pupil Support Services are also available to help and 
advise when required. We have our own Well Being Counsellor to offer support to children and parents. 
 
Safeguarding  Children 
Safeguarding Lead: Miss Amanda Gledhill 
Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Ms Andrea Jenkinson 
Safeguarding Governor: Mr David Bowes 
We consider the protection of children in our care as one of our major priorities and responsibilities. 
Teachers and other adults associated with school, because of their unique position are well placed to 
observe children and note any emotional, behavioural or physical signs which may be suggestive of abuse. 
Our school will, in most circumstances endeavour to discuss all concerns with parents about their 
child(ren). However, there may be exceptional circumstances when the school will discuss concerns with 
Social Care and/or the Police without parent knowledge (in accordance with the Safeguarding Children 
procedures).  We will, of course, always aim to maintain a positive relationship with all parents. 
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Out of School Care 
Big Otters provides an out of school club between 8.00—8.45 a.m. and 3.30pm - 6pm.  This club operates 
in the Rainbow Room in school, enabling the children to use some school resources - including the gated 
EYFS playground. All Big Otters staff are qualified and have DBS clearance, and the club is subject to 
regulations by Ofsted.  
For further details please contact Big Otters by email bigotters@aol.com. Or contact the school office for 
details. 
 
Helping in school 
We are always pleased to welcome you, if you feel you can offer some spare time to help with supporting 
the children’s progress in the classroom. If you do not hold a current DBS certificate we will work with you 
to acquire one. 

 
 
 

Your child will become an exemplary citizen of the future 
at 

South Otterington Church of England Primary School 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

South Otterington 
Northallerton 

North Yorkshire 
DL7 9HD 

Tel: 01609 776273 
E-mail: admin@sotterington.dalesmat.org 
Website: www.sotterington.dalesmat.org 

 

mailto:bigotters@aol.com
http://www.sotterington.dalesmat.org/

