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‘Shine like stars in the universe’ 
Philippians 2:15 
Our vision provides a guiding light to all. 
This policy has due regard to the following ethos: 
At South Otterington CE Primary School we will continuously strive to ensure that everyone in our school 
is treated with respect and dignity. Each person in our school will be given fair and equal opportunities to 
develop their full potential with positive regard to gender, ethnicity, cultural and religious background, 
faith, sexuality, disability or SEMH (Social, Emotional and Mental Health) needs. The school will provide an 
inclusive curriculum which will meet the needs of all its pupils and staff including those with disabilities, 
SEND or SEMH needs, from all cultural backgrounds and faiths and pupils with English as a second 
language. 
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INTENT 
 
At South Otterington, we believe in providing our children with a quality English curriculum which develops 
children’s love of reading, writing and discussion. We aim to inspire an appreciation of our rich and varied literary 
heritage; using ambitious, challenging texts to foster a love of reading and writing.  
 
IMPLEMENTATION 
 
At South Otterington CE Primary School we teach the National Curriculum English objectives. We expect our staff 
to be creative with their teaching methods and spark enthusiasm for reading. 
 
Across the school phonics is taught following the ‘Jolly Phonics’ scheme. Displays in the classroom reflect this 
scheme.  
 
In KS1 and KS2 reading lessons (Reading VIPERS) take place every day. However, timings may change due to 
variables such as content, activity or needs of the children. In EYFS the curriculum is implemented using carefully 
planned provision within the classroom. Children read to their teacher once every two weeks.  
Interventions are completed on a personalised level in order to suit the needs of the individual children. These 
may take place after, during or even before a Guided Reading lesson. The school feels very strongly about 
implementing a curriculum that is pupil centred and not one method fits all. 
All Guided Reading lessons begin and end by addressing a learning objective, which gives children a sharp focus 
on learning. 
The school uses a range of reading books, which are phonetically based in EYFS/KS1 and promote a love of reading 
in KS2. We use PIRA to assess pupil progress in reading with a cold test at the start of term and a hot test at the 
end of term. 
During our Year of Writing 2021-2022 we promoted a love of writing through a variety of reading genres.   
We continue this through the use of our ‘Reading Shed’ for unstructured time (playtime/lunchtime) and through 
the introduction of the ‘Reading hub’ (Autumn 2022) to encourage reading for pleasure at school and at home.  



 

 

 
Working Walls 
In KS1 and KS2 classroom our working walls will be presented as purpose boards. Each showing the purpose, 
audience, effect and ingredients of the piece of writing the children are working on. These walls are intended to 
be interactive, a working document. Children should refer to the working wall during writing activities. 
 
IMPACT 
 
Teachers are continuously assessing the impact of the curriculum through observation, discussion (both with 
colleagues and pupils), feedback in the classroom and in books, next steps and through formal tests. Hot and 
Cold PIRA tests will show progress through the term, and also identify gaps in pupil learning and knowledge. 
Precision teaching will target specific gaps in learning. The school is very forward thinking when making the 
relevant and necessary adaptations to implementation techniques that may help improve the overall impact of 
the curriculum.  
Parents are informed of their child’s progress in English through informal discussions, parents evening and an 
annual written report that identifies progress made during the year. 
 
Resources 
Each classroom has general reading scheme books. . Staff resource books are stored in various classrooms. 
 
SEND and Equal Opportunities 
 
In English pupils with a special educational need or disability will be supported in the first instance by receiving 
Quality First Differentiated Teaching (QFT). All staff liaise with the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
Coordinator (SENDCO) and/or outside agencies working with the pupils, in order to support individuals in English. 
Each pupil has a unique need, whether that be as a gifted pupil or a pupil needing additional support and each 
need will be accommodated accordingly. For further information on SEND please speak to the SENDCO. 
 
Homework 
 
Please refer to our homework policy 
 
 
 

 


