
 

 

South Otterington CE Primary School 
Science Policy 

 ‘Shine Like Stars in the Universe’ 
                                                 Philippians 2:15 

‘Shine like stars in the universe’  
Philippians 2:15 
Our vision provides a guiding light to all. 
 
This policy has due regard to the following ethos: 
At South Otterington CE Primary School we will continuously strive to ensure that everyone in our 
school is treated with respect and dignity. Each person in our school will be given fair and equal 
opportunities to develop their full potential with positive regard to gender, ethnicity, cultural and 
religious background, faith, sexuality, disability or SEMH (Social, Emotional and Mental Health) needs. 
The school will provide an inclusive curriculum which will meet the needs of all its pupils and staff 
including those with disabilities, SEND or SEMH needs, from all cultural backgrounds and faiths and 
pupils with English as a second language. 
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INTENT 
Our Science curriculum aims to engage and give children an opportunity to experience awe and wonder 
within science and to want to be curious about the world around them. We want them to make sense 
of the world by using scientific enquiry skills. The Science curriculum fosters a healthy curiosity in 
children about our universe and promotes respect for the living and non-living. We believe science 
encompasses the acquisition of knowledge, concepts, skills and positive attitudes. We ensure that the 
Working Scientifically skills are built-on and developed throughout children’s time at the school so that 
they can apply their knowledge of science when using equipment, conducting experiments, building 
arguments and explaining concepts. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION 
South Otterington CE Primary School teaches the National Curriculum Science objectives. We expect 
our staff to be creative with their teaching methods and spark enthusiasm for Science. Science is 
planned to develop knowledge, skills, attitudes and understanding which will enable the child to 
comprehend the world in which we live.   
 
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in science lessons, teaching science in ways that are 
imaginative, purposeful, well-managed and enjoyable. Teachers give clear and accurate explanations 
and extend learning through skilful questioning. We encourage the children to ask and answer their 
own scientific questions.   
 
We recognise that in all classes children have a wide range of abilities, and we ensure that we provide 
suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the 
child. We achieve this in a variety of ways: 



 

 

• Setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses. 

• Setting tasks of increasing difficulty (we do not expect all children to complete all tasks). 

• Grouping children by ability, and setting different tasks for different abilities. 

• Providing resources of different complexities, matched to the ability of the child. 

•  Using Learning Support staff to support the work of individual children or groups of children. 
 
Our whole school approach to the teaching and learning of science involves the following; 
 

• Knowledge organisers for each science topic are used to support learning in science lessons. 
They are sent home to parents to help to further develop the children’s understanding.  

• In KS1 and KS2 Science lessons take place every week. However, timings may change due to 
variables such as content, activity or needs of the children.  

• In EYFS the science curriculum is implemented using carefully planned provision within the 
classroom.  

• Through our planning, we involve problem solving opportunities that allow children to apply 
their knowledge, and find out answers for themselves. Children are encouraged to ask their own 
questions and be given opportunities to use their scientific skills and research to discover the 
answers. This curiosity is celebrated within the classroom. Planning involves teachers creating 
engaging lessons, often involving high-quality resources to aid understanding of conceptual 
knowledge. 

• We build upon the knowledge and skill development of the previous years. As the children’s 
knowledge and understanding increases, and they become more proficient in selecting, using 
scientific equipment, collating and interpreting results, they become increasingly confident in 
their growing ability to come to conclusions based on real evidence.  

• Working Scientifically skills are embedded into lessons to ensure these skills are being developed 
throughout the children’s school career and new vocabulary and challenging concepts are 
introduced through direct teaching. This is developed through the years, in-keeping with the 
topics. 

• Interventions are completed on a personalised level in order to suit the needs of the individual 
children. The school feels very strongly about implementing a curriculum that is pupil centred 
and not one method fits all. 

• All Science lessons begin and end by addressing a learning objective which gives children a sharp 
focus on learning. 

IMPACT 
Through our approach and implementation of Science teaching, we have created a fun, engaging and 
meaningful Science education, which provides children with the foundations and knowledge for 
understanding the world around them. We are broadening the knowledge of the children and 
introducing them to the possibilities for science-based careers. 
 
Teachers are continuously assessing the impact of the curriculum through observation, discussion (both 
with colleagues and pupils), feedback in the classroom and in books, next steps.  A knowledge-based 
activity completed at the start and end of each topic to identify the growth of children’s knowledge 
across the unit of work.  Parents are informed of their child’s progress in Science through informal 
discussions, parents evening and an annual written report that identifies progress made during the year. 
 
 
 



 

 

Resources 
Each classroom has science resources to cover each specific topic including: magnets, lightbulbs and 
mirrors. Staff resource books are stored in various classrooms. 
 
SEND 
In science pupils with a special educational need or disability will be supported in the first instance by 
receiving Quality First Differentiated Teaching (QFT). All staff liaise with the Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCO) and/or outside agencies working with the pupils, in order to 
support individuals in Subject. Each pupil has a unique need, whether that be as a gifted pupil or a pupil 
needing additional support and each need will be accommodated accordingly. For further information 
on SEND please speak to the SENDCO. 
 
Homework 
Please refer to our homework policy. 

 


